The Parable of the Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32

Study Questions in Five Scenes

Scene I. “The Family Scandal”

1. The parable opens with the younger son’s request to have his “share of the estate”. Is this an appropriate request to make by a son? (v.12)

2. In the Jewish context, how much did he receive compared to his brother’s share?

3. Talk about the father’s decision to give his son the inheritance and go his own way. What was the likely reaction(s) of the family’s relatives and neighbors to what has happened so far?

4. The parable so far has 3 main characters: the father, the elder son, and the younger son. Who does each character represent?

Scene II. “Leaving Las Vegas”

1. Soon the younger son “squandered” his wealth on “wild living.” (v.13-14) How did Jesus illustrate just how bad the situation has become for the young man? (Lev. 11:7, Deut. 14:8, Isaiah 65:4)

2. After his life could sink no lower, the younger son “came to his senses.” (v.17) What can be learned about his act of repentence?

3. The parable so far has 3 main characters: the father, the elder son, and the younger son. Who does each character represent?

Scene III. “The Father’s Second Humiliation”

1. Undoubtedly some of the family’s servants, field workers, neighbors, and relatives must have recognized the younger son as he walked up the long road to his father’s house. What do you think their reactions were likely to be? How would they have wanted the father to react?

2. Upon seeing his younger son, the father literally drapes himself on his son’s neck. (v.20: “epepesen epi ton trachelon”) What do you think of the father’s attitude and actions? (v. 22-24)

3. In the story, what is Jesus saying about God’s grace for a repentant sinner?

Scene IV. “The Secret Prodigal”

1. The father’s compassion does not cease for the older brother. He comes out to him and tries to calm him down. How is his reaction in v. 28 similar to his earlier reaction in v. 20.

2. The elder brother was too self-consumed with “justice” and “equity” to be caught up in the joyous celebration of his brother’s redemption. What else was he guilty of?

3. Does the older brother have a legitimate reason to complain?

Extra Credit. “The Lost Boys”

1. What does the parable have in common with the previous two in Luke 15?

2. What does the parable have in common with the previous two in Luke 15? Why did Jesus speak of the parables in that order: Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son?

