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" Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus®, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India
to Ethiopia over 127 provinces. (Esther 1:1)
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The Triumph of Mordecai
By Pieter Lastman, 1624







When Esther decided to come out to her husband, King Ahasuerus, she wasn’t doing it just for herself. The king’s adviser Haman
was planning a genocide of all the Jews in Persia. Haman, while leading their government, had falsely maligned Jews,
weaponizing their differences to paint them as immoral.

Esther decided eventually that if the king truly loved her, he would love her as a Jew. And if he loved her as a Jew, he might
develop a love for all Jews, or least enough mercy to prevent their slaughter. It was a high-stakes gamble indeed.
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Esther before Ahasuerus, a painting by Giovanni Andrea Sirani in the 1630s
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Haman begging Queen Esther for mercy
By Jan Victors, 1642



PAHT s 58 A 4

= B MANWEER (1-28)
. F—HER: TERERHME
2. BMEER: UHWHRIRE

s DUHTHER W EE R (2-TF)
RERBERFRHTEIARE (2F)

B ERTHUETARKNETHE (3F)
F—HER: Ui ERE (GF)
B ETWFER (6%)
F_EER: 2 RURA (TF)

AAWWEZRE (8-10F)
BT ETHRBEFURTA
VRPN &€ F i
B H kT
KIEZRHNE A

S N B




